Easter Day 2010

Gospel:
John 20:1-20
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Vases or Faces
Musician or Woman
Man or Landscape
Old People or Young People 

Much of life is about how we look at things – the perspective we have. Each of these images remind us that there are always two ways to consider a situation... two ways to look at the events in life. Neither need be right or wrong.

It is hard for us to imagine what it was really like on that first Easter day. But the women go the tomb looking at life from one perspective. Their whole world has collapsed around them. They had hoped very deeply that Jesus was who he said he was and that all came crashing down when he died on the cross. They are now lost, confused, devastated as they go to the tomb to anoint the body – to do what they had hoped to never have to do.

The other disciples are so afraid for their lives that they have locked themselves in a house. They are hiding out hoping that they are not the next to be arrested and crucified. They too are confused, lost, devastated that their leader has been killed by the Jews. At least some of them are – others are so scared of what might happen and are so let down by Jesus that they have run away and abandoned the cause. In direct contrast to the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, where they thought that here was the final overthrow of corrupt Jewish leaders, Jesus was crucified by them. How hopeless they must have felt.

When the women return from the tomb – surprised by what they have seen and who they have met – the other disciples don’t believe it. They respond with what is a common and quite normal response from anyone who’s depressed or downcast. It’s nonsense! When Jesus had died all their hopes and dreams for themselves and for their society are destroyed. They are bowed down without hope.

I wonder if that describes any of our lives here. It’s the Easter weekend but we are dealing with broken or difficult relationships, we’re dealing with long term illness, bereavement, uncertain finances in a still uncertain economic climate, or just that society seems overwhelmed by homelessness, poverty, sickness... sometimes there seems like little reason to celebrate.

The message of Easter is that resurrection changes all of that. The bishop of Durham, NT Wright, says that Easter is a surge of grace! It’s that surge of grace on that first Easter day that blows the disciples away and changes their mindset forever. Their lives take a new turn, their attitude is transformed as they begin to learn what it means to live the risen life. It wasn’t instant, it wasn’t immediate, it took them a while to come to terms with it. It takes some time to allow hope to return. It is only gradually that their hopelessness is transformed.

The resurrection means that each one of us can live lives of hope.

It takes time for hope to return and for us to be confident in the power of Jesus. But that surge of grace is available to you today. Just like the father who recovers from a lifetime of depression because of the prayers of his family. A widow who finds that her money seems to stretch just that bit further. A boy who found his five loaves and two fish feed more people than he could have imagined. Travellers on a small boat in a storm who found that the wind and the waves can be calmed. A group of women and men find hope and potential restored through the encounter with someone they thought was dead.

A risen life is a life lived in hope and surprise. This is the kind of life that I believe we all need in a world full of insecurities and uncertainties. The resurrection gives us a new focus – the angels ask the women ‘why do you look for the living amongst the dead?’’. The resurrection challenges us to focus on the positive, the hopeful, the potential. Jesus calls us to be shaped by what is possible in our world and in our lives. We do not need to be shaped by the media, the world, the doom and gloom surrounding us – instead we can be people of hope, looking for what is possible instead of what cannot be done. No longer do fear, insecurities, depression and helplessness need to be the dominant way of looking at life – instead we can look to Jesus to see power, potential, hope, and find new possibilities for all of our life experiences.

Jesus shows us a new way, a living way, to live lives of hope and potential... death is no longer the end and the only outcome. There is another possibility, another perspective for us – life! Eternal life lived with God and that life begins not when we die, but when we choose to die to our old way of thinking and embrace living with Jesus.
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