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PARISH STATISTICS

2006 (2007
Baptisms 8 7
Admission to Holy Communion
Confirmations
Marriages
Funerals 1 2
Acts of Holy Communion 3125 | 3239
Average Sunday Communicants 60 57
Average Sunday Attendance 62




ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS

AGENDA

1. Opening Prayers

o

10.Under the Parishes Regulation Canon, the reading and confirmation of the Minutes
of this Meeting can be delegated to the next meeting of the Parish Council. It is
proposed that this procedure be adopted.
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Praise to you, Father God,

for the life you have given us

and the fellowship we share.

Bless this parish in which we live,

make us sound in faith,

holy in life and unselfish in heart,

that we may serve you in truth

and know your blessing as your children.
Grant us, Lord, a steadfast heart in serving you,
an understanding mind in knowing you,

and a loving spirit in embracing you,

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Appointment of the Minutes Secretary.
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Accounts

Reception of Reports of Parish Organisations and Committees

Endorsement of the elections held at the Ex®adinary Meeting of Parishioners
on 17th November 2007.

. The election of the Parish Auditor

Any other business brought forward by the Parish Priest or Churchwardens, or, of
which seven days notice in writing shall be given in to the above.

11.Prayers to close.



Parish Priestds Report

It is a great joy for me to present my first report as Priest in Charge of a gaaisth perhaps
a greater joy to present that as Priest in Charge of the Parish of Cooroora. While it has been a
year of great learning for me, | trust this report focuses on the growth we have had together.

| write this report on the eve of the Feast of the Presentation of Christ in the tem{le (2
February). This feast commemorates the lovely account of the new parents Mary and Joseph

as they bring the infant Jesus to the temple (Luke 2@p On arrival at the temple, they find

two elderly people; Simeon and Anngwho have devoted themselves to the work of God

and to awaiting the Messiah. Simeon first takes the child in his arms and offers the prophecy
S 1y26 6Stft a GKS bdzyO 5AYYAUGAEA Ob2gs [ 2
child Jesus, Simeon sees all the prophecies of God fulfilled and acknowledges that this child is
the Messialci KS 2y S LINBPYA&ASR 0& D2R® ¢KS | OGdz t 4
recorded but she also acknowledges that Jesus is the one promised by God to bring
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| reflect on this story, not just because it is the reading of the day, but because of the
similarities | see between Anna and Simeon and our parish.

Firstly, Anna and Simeon are elderly. There is no secret that for some years our parish has
been aging without attracting younger people, especially children. The average age of our
congregation is around 70 and while we have a small number of people in paid employment
(either part or full time), our people are generally retired. Anna and Simeon are old too, Anna

is 84, and yet, she sees prayer, fasting and spending time in the temple as necessary to
KSIENAY3 D2RQ&a @2A0S® hdzNJ O2yANBIAF A2y A& O2
themselves to prayer and fasting and are attentive to the voice of God.

Secondly, Simeon and Anna remind us that age need not take away our hope. When we age,
S OFly 06S3aAYy (G2 F20dza 2y (KS Wi2aasSaqQ 2F 4K
lament the loss of vitality and energy along with the loss of hair, teeth and our looks! In other
ways too, we can lament the loss of independence and memory. Of more concern perhaps, is
the loss of hope that can come with age. Simeon and Anna continue to expect to see the
Messiah. They have not lost hope that God would keep his promises and that a new future,
WGKS O2yazftliAzy 2F LaAaNIStQs g2ddZ R 0SS NBGSH
show that same sense of optimism and hope.

Thirdly, Anna and Simeon continue to believe in the promise of God in spite of years of

waiting. Becoming patient people and learning to wait for the Lord can be both a testing and

a trying time for us. Anna and Simeon remind us that we must continue to believe in God,

even when all around us, including our society and culture, tells us to give up. Belief in God
may also set us in conflict with our society, but being faithful to God reminds us that we live

our lives by a different storg one that sees that death is the beginning of resurrection and

new life. Our congregation stands by our belief that God is the truth that sets us free.

Finally, Simeon and Anna eagerly expect Jesus in their midst. When Mary and Joseph arrive
with the child, they see that this is the Messiah, the one they have been longing and hoping
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for. Simeon declares he has now seen what he has spent his life hoping to see. Anna also
praises God when she sees that Jesus is the one promised by God. Both Anna and Simeon

were so intent on seeing the messiah that they do not seem surprised when God makes his
presence into the world as a baby. Our congregation also waits expectantly for Jesus to come
again, while acknowledging that God is in our presence now.

l'da 6S NBIFR 20SN) GKA& NBFESOGA2YyS (GKS &AYATL |
only had to witness the Commissioning Eucharist, to see that not only all is true but that we
remain hopeful and expectant of the future God was (and is) leading us into.

| began my ministry in the parish formally with the Commissioning Eucharist btag 2007

at Holy Nativity, Cooroy. During that occasion, which was presided over by Bishop Jonathan
Holland, | had the opportunity to comment on the sense of hope that surrounded the parish.

For the first time in a long time there was money in the bank; there was a growing population
(with real estate development at an all time high in the region) and there was, of course, a

new priest! In the midst of all the optimism and hope for wkhatldnow happen, we were

reminded that working out whashouldhappen would be harder to discern.
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parishioners (including those who have joined our congregation since May) and to catch up
GAUK | fFNBS ydzYoSNI 2F 2dzNJ Wy 234 &2 NB3IdzZ I NA:
helping us to understand who we worship alongside and helping me find my way around this
lovely parish (without getting lost too often!).

Before long, we were into full swing with the Annual Parish Fete, which was a wonderful
occasion again this year. Now in its eighteenth year, the fete offered us much needed income
to balance our budget. Maybe more importantly it was a wonderful occasion for people to
come and say hello and tell us what they are doing now. It is a great contact for these people
who used to be in our Kids Club, attend the parish or participate in religious education.
Thanks especially teobyn Ladbrookor the months of preparation for the day and to the

many helpers who prepared food, ironed clothes, set up tents, collected furniture, sorted
garage sale items and plants, and made craft treasures. | look forward with expectation to the
ideas from our Fundraising Working Group as they seek to develop this occasion in 2008.

Our changed worship times which began in September (and will be reviewed in Maxch

months on) were met with mixed reactions. While for most people worship remained at the

same time- Good Shepherd at 7am and Holy Nativity at 3dmK S O2 y ANB 3l GA 2y |
Kin Kin had a big upheaval to change their worship time to 11.30am and those who gather at
Roberts House, Boreen Point changed back to an evening worship at 5.30pm once a month.

As | said at the time, | am aware that many in Pomona would have liked a later service; the

time at Kin Kin is close to lunchtime; and Sunday evening worship conflicts with family time.
However our new schedule does mean that | am able to be in three of our four centres every
Sunday and that | can accommodate the four centres once a month. It was a sadness that due
to the changed worship timefavid and Faye Roatsvho were regular members of the St

[ dz] SQa O2yaINBIALGA2Y F2NIIftyYyz2ad my @SIFNARZ |y
to leave the parish. Four months on from this change, attendance at Boreen Point has grown
significantly, and the small core of people at Kin Kin continue to worship faithfully.

Our Companions on the Journey day on 1st September was a great day for us to gather
together as a parish family to share stories and laugh together. It was encouraging that 35
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people from all parts of the parish were able to attend the day and hose who attended the
workshop requested others be organized. | hope we can arrange more this coming year.
Workshops like this give us the chance for fellowship, food and fun but also for taking with
one another about the importance of our faith and the things we have in common.

Many brilliant ideas never see the light of dagior should some! | remember saying to Rob
Dessaix one cold winters morning at Boreen Point that we should build a small dormitory out
the back of Roberts House for youth groups to use for camps. Instead of being met with
reservation, Rob declared Yeah but first we need a deck out the front! Within minutes came
GKS adlrasSySyidasz a!'yR £tSiQa R2 a2YSGKAy3I F2NJ
GKS wh2 YAYAAGNER G . 2NBSy t2Ayd KrFra NBIffe
has been prepared to back such an ambitious plan. The four goals (plus the goals to renovate
Roberts House) as outlined in the report are bold but we are already beginning to see the

fruits of the plang and we can look forward to seeing them continue into 2008 (and beyond).

| offer my thanks tdRob Dessaifor his enthusiasm and commitment to the wider

community, and for encouraging our planning of this exciting ministry.

Advent and Christmas offered the chance for us to celebrate a new church year and one of

the high festivals of the Church together. It was a great joy to see our Christmas worship so
well attended- and to welcome so many visitors (some of whom have returned since!) It is
especially gratifying that so many people responded to the variety of liturgies (including the
Combined Churches Nine Lessons and Carols, Carols in the Park and Foreshore) in such a
positive way. Some of my highlights of Christmas worship included seeing 25 youngsters
running around on Christmas Eve having a wonderful time with glowsticks and really being

part of the worship (another 5 were babes in arms who | expect will be in the action next

year!); the quiet reflective nature of the Eucharist by Candlelight at Pornqode a change

for me as city parishes often have a very lively midnight service with lots of teenagers; having
Marita Haylockand her cousin Kelly accompany our worship at Kin Kin on organ, saxophone
andviolincA 6 Q& G2y RSNFdzA G2 61 GO0OK (SSylF3aSNER 3INRS
worship; Carols on the Foreshore at Boreen Point (held 23/12) which was held in the Sailing
Club because it rained all day but even sc48(people turned out; being with our parish
FlLYAfe 6KSY [AYRIF gl1a +toftS (2 LINBAARS G GK
@SIENBT FYR g2NAKALILAY3A gAGK | FdzZ f OKdIzNOK |
ThePomona Ladies Grougnd theCooroy Ladies Guildontinue to work tirelessly in the
background to build up our parish. The installation of the ramp at Good Shepherd (in memory
of Shirley Ball) and the new kitchen show that although health concerns and age have

affected the availability of the Pomona Ladies, they are still powering on. Among the good

work of the Cooroy Ladies Guild, their management of the hall rental money and the care of

the Holy Nativity church (including arranging the weekly cleaning and preparation for

worship) help ensure our ongoing viability. Their reports remind us of how active our parish
really is when we have the time to reflect on it.

Prior to my arrivalShirley Baldied. Her legacy lives on in the life of the congregation
especially as people continue to speak so fondly of her and her ministry. It is wonderful that
the Pomona Ladies Group were able to erect a ramp in her honour as a perpetual reminder
her. Thanks especially to Charlie and his team of willing workdes} Chalmersalso passed
away early in the year and she is missed as people remember her contributions to the
Pomona congregation especially in the provision of flowers. In November, it was sad for us
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also to farewelMelodie and Rudi Zylstravhen their new home was finished in Gympie. After

many years as a liturgical assistant, assistant in the Kids Club and part of the cleaning team at

t 2Y2yF X aSft2RASQa LINGho®yeSre gratefukthatdiey Hade beeh 4 & S
warmly welcomed into the Gympie Parish community.

| also wish to publicly thankrank Leavho served as Priests Warden prior to my arrival and

worked tremendously hard during the inteegnum (the job is always a difficult one for the
OKdzNOK g NRSyas> odzi Y2NB a2 F2NJ GKS tNASadGQ
he assisted in the smooth transition of leadership and encouraging as | began the steep

learning curve of what it means to be a Parish Priest. Thanks aBetpChantDawn
WilliamsonandRoger Ladbrooks K2 > y2¢ | f2y3 gAGK w20 5Saal A
O2yGAydzS GKS | RISYdGdzaNE yR OKIFftftSyasS 2F KSft |
one for the gifts they willingly offer and the support they continue to provide as we form the
Leadership Team for the Parish.

Most importantly, | want to extend my thanks &l parishionersfor your thoughtfulness and

care. There have been a number of big adjustments for me this year, including leaving behind
some close friendships and relationships. There are times when this has been a lonely journey
but the frequent invitations for coffee, a chat or a glass of wine all help to ease that burden.
And it is lovely for me to have a homely rectory that is well resourced for entertaining friends
and family. There are also many stories where | have experienced your love and hospitability
and | am grateful for your care from the small things (like a fan in the sanctuary!) to the bigger
things (like a hideaway flat when | want to escape from the world!).

It remains very exciting to be part of a parish with such a long prayerful and faithful history.
The first Anglicans began worship in this parish as early as 1911 and | am proud to take my
place as one to lead the faithful people in Cooroora. Once again, | wish to place on record my
deep gratitude to those priests who led the community during the kmeggnum prior to my
arrival, especially tthe Reverend Rick Bowj¢he Reverend Bruce Worthingtoandthe
Reverend Bob Pagéty R (12 GKS Ay OdzyoSyida yR LIS2LX S &k
the church to what it is today. | look forward to our future together and in offering Parish
/| 2dzy OAf Qa NBFEtSOGAz2ya 2y F &aGNFXrGS3IAO LIX Iy F:
on that firm foundation handed to us, that we will enhance our connections within our local
communities, and all the time remain faithful to Christ who is in our midst.
l'a S O2yGAydzS 2y 2dzNJ 22dzNySeé (23SGKSNJ YI @
us, confident that, in the words of John Michael Brierley...

God gives us a future,

daring us to go

into dreams and dangers

on a path unknown.

We will face tomorrow

Ay GKS {LANARGQA LR éSNE

we will let God change us,

for new life starts now. (Together in Song, © The Australian Hymn Book Company.
Hymn687.CAL Licence No. 2329. CCLI Licence No. 155851

With the assurance of my prayers
Julie Woolner
Parish Priest



Churchwardends Report




